| 
The early Converſion of Iſlanders, - wiſe 
Expedient for propagating Chriſtianity. 


S E R M ON 


Preached before the 


Incorporated SOCIETY 


ON THE 


PROPAGATION of the 8 
in Foreign Parts; | 


AT. IHEqLTR 


ANNIVERSARY MEET ING 


IN 3-6 


Pariſh Church of St. Mary-le-Bow; 
On Friday the 19th of Feb. 175. 


By GEoRGE STANHOPE, D. D. Dean of Canterbury, 
and Chaplain in Ordinary to Her Ma JE sTr. 


LOND O N: |: 


Printed and Sold by Joſeph Downing in Bartholomew- 
Choſe 5 Weſt-Smithfield, 1714. 


— 


— 


22 


February 19. 1713. 


At the Anniverſary Meeting of the 
Society, 


Greed that the Thanks of this 
Society be given to the Reve- 
rend the Dean of Canterbury, for 
his Sermon preached this Day be- 
fore the Society; And that he be 
deſired to print the ſame. 


N. Taylor, Secretary. 


WW 6— A. en... 


Wes SY wet N E | 
e SCATY DA Ger d.: L (Nine J 7; 
33 
| 2 2 pl 


Iſaiah Ix. v. 9. 


Surely the Iſles ſhall wait for me, 
and the Ships of Tarſhiſh firſt, to 
bring thy Sons from far , their 
Stover and their Gold with them, 
unto the Name of the Lord thy 
God, and to the Holy one of Iſra- 
el, becauſe be hath glorified thee. 


8 5 5 YL Hatever Views this Prophecy 
: A WH 


might have, of any Events pe- 

AN 2 2 culiar to the Jewſh Nation ; 
WEAVES The glorious Increaſe, and future 
ulneſs of the Chriſtian Church, 

have generally been thought the main Inten- 

tion of it. Hence the Spiritual Jeriſalem is, re. 4, « 
by a beautiful Figure, called upon, to look 

out, and fee her Children crowding to her, 

from every Quarter of the habitable World : 

And hence this Chapter makes a part of the Ser- Epiph 


vice for that ſolemn Feſtival, which thank- 1; 
A 2 fully 
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fully commemorates the firſt Manifeſtation of 

our Bleſſed Lord to the Centiles. That plen- 

tiful Acceſhon is promiſed here, in Terms fi- 
gurative and lofty ; ſuited, as was neceſſary, 

to the Capacities of that Age and Nation ; 

but by no means to be confined, within the 
literal and moſt obvious Senſe of the Words. 

+.6,7- The bringing in of Midian and Sheba, Ke- 
dar and Neharioth, would give great Ideas of a 
Church, extended to the utmoſt Bounds of 

their Trade upon the Continent ; And ſo would 

the lands and Ships of Tarſhiſh, to Men, 
whoſe Skill in Navigation ran ſo low; and 
whoſe boldeſt Voyages were little more, than 

ſo many Coaſtings from Port to Port. But 

We, on whom my Text hath already been ac- 
complithed; And who are now aſſembled, in 

a holy Hope of ſeeing its farther Completi- 

on, in the ſtill dark and far more diſtant 
Corners of the Earth, are taught, by happy 
Experience, to enlarge its meaning. The Pro- 

li pagation of the Goſpel throughout all the 
i then known World; Nay, the ſetting up 
| Chriſt's Kingdom in new, and (for many 
1 Centuries after this Prediction was uttered) 
yet undiſcovered Worlds, is certainly the Mer- 
cy intended by the God, who inſpired it. And 
to This Event, Great and Wonderful as it 


IS, 
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is, We are not excluded from the Honour of 
contributing ſomewhat, by our pious and cha- 
ritable Endeavours, however, in themſelves, 
poor and diſproportionate to ſo noble and 
god-like a Deſign. 

God, who made the World, and is Lord of hett wt. 
Heaven and Earth, hath, (as St. Paul obſer- ' © 
ved to the Athenans,) made of one Blood all 
Nations of Men, for to dwell on all the Face of 
the Earth; and hath determined the Times be- 
fore appointed, and the Bounds of their Habi- 
tation; that they ſhow'd ſeek the Lord, if hap- 
pity they might feel after him, and find him, 
though he be not far from every one of us. 

Now there is not perhaps any Inſtance more 
wonderful, in all the Works of that Provi- 
dence, which diſpoſes Events here below ; 
than the Appointment of particular happy 
Seaſons, and Methods, for manifeſting his 
Truth to the ignorant part of Mankind. 
The Men of Leiſure and Abilities for ſuch 
an Undertaking, could not, I conceive, en- 
tertain Themſelves, or the Publick, more de- 
lightfully, more profitably ; than by juſt and 
careful Obſervations, upon the different Me- 
thods of conveying Religion to Mankind ; 
the Degrees, by which it ſprung up ; and the 
moſt memorable Incidents, which have con- 


2 duced 
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duced to its Growth and Flouriſhing, in the 
different Nations and Climates of the Now, 
or at any time heretofore, Chriſtian World. 
At preſent I enter no farther into this Specu- 
lation, than only to put you in mind of One 
thing, which is abundantly notorious. I 
mean, that the mutual Intercourſe, ſet on 
foot between Countries remote from each o- 
ther, for the ſake of Traffick and Temporal 
Convenience, hath all along been one great 
Inſtrument of imparting uſeful Knowledge, 
where it was wanted. This was the Caſe of 
Learning and Philoſophy, among the Anci- 
ents: This the Caſe of Arts and Sciences in 
Every Age: This in part hath been, and will, 
we truſt, be more and more the Caſe, of 
our moſt Holy Faith. And the Prophet here 
juſtifies us in that Truſt, by laying ſo parti- 
cular a Streſs upon 2% //les waiting for Chriſt, 
and the Ships of Tarſhiſh firſt bringing Sous from 
afar, to the Name of the Lord, and to that 
Church, which the Holy One of Iſrael hath 
glorified. 


By this time you perceive, not only the 


Occaſion and Scope of the Text, but alſo the 
Uſe I intend to make of it. Which is, to 
ſerve the pious Purpoſes of this Aſſembly. 


6 Firſt, 


* 
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I. Firſt, By a few ſhort Remarks upon the 
Words themſelves: And then, 

II, Secondly, By ſuch an Application of 
Theſe, as may be agreeable, both to the 
Duty I am now performing, and to the Cha- 
racter of that Body, who have called me 
tO It. | 


I. I begin with ſome Remarks upon the 
Words themſelves. 

i. To the it of which the Situation of 
our own Country does, in eſpecial manner, 
beſpeak our Attention. For, from that Clauſe, 
Surely the Iſles ſhall wait for me: I would 
beg you to obſerve with me, the great Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs of God, in making ſuch 
Countries as This, early Partakers of his bleſ- 
{cd Goſpel. 

The Miracles, which confirm'd the Do- 
arine of our Lord, and the Prophecies which 
had, ſo many Ages before, not only foretold 
its Succeſs in general, but pointed out the 
very Places, where it ſhould remarkably ſuc- 
ceed; were manifeſtly the Effects of an infinite 
Wiſdom and Power, acting above, and beſide, 
the eſtabliſhed Order of Cauſes and Effects. 
But, altho' Many ſuch extraordinary Operati- 

2 ons. 
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ons were neceſſary; yet we are not to ima- 
gine, that Every Step taken in this great Work, 
was miraculous, and out of the common way. 
At Other times God magnihed himſelf, by 
rendring Nature ſerviceable to his Deſign ; by 
ſuiting the Diſtributions of this Knowledge, to 
the Circumſtances and Diſpoſitions of Men; 
and by making Them the Objects of his Choice, 
who, humanly ſpeaking, were in better Ca- 
pacity, either to conſider and receive it them- 
ſelves; or moſt proper, when received, for 
Communicating it to Others. 

Now thele Two Advantages ſeem to Me, 
very naturally to have accrued to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, by the early Converſion of Iſlan- 
ders. Tirſt, That it might reaſonably expect 
as good Entertainment among Such; And 
then, Secondly, That it was as likely to be 
ſpread abroad by Such, as by any ſort of People 
whatſoever. 

1. Finſt, The Inhabitants of the Iſles may, 
humanly ſpeaking, be thought at leaſt equal- 
ly diſpoſed to recerve the Truths of the Goſpel. 
Becauſe the greater Convictions of Natural 
Religion any Men are under, the better Pre- 
paration they ſeem to be in, to hearken to 


God's Reveal'd Will, when it ſhall be diſco- 


vered, and duly atteſted to them. Twas up- 


ON 
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on this Foundation, that St. Paul began to ag, 1. 
build the Converſion of the Men of Lyſfra ; 1s. 
when putting them in remembrance of that 
regular and beneficial Providence, which g7ves 
Ram from Heaven, and ſruitſul Seaſons, fo 
filling our Hearts with Food and Gladnefs. 
This he calls God's Witneſs of himſelf, com- 
mon to all Mankind; And, as his Works of 
Mercy are more amply and evidently exhibited 
to Some Parts of the World, than to Others ; 
So the Arguments, drawn from the Creation 
and Government of the Univerſe, though 
they may not always in Fact attain to propor- 
tionably greater, yet do they ſeem, when ur- 
ged upon Such, to promiſe more Efficacy, 
and greater Succels. 

Now, What can be more manifeſt, than 
that, beſides thoſe common to Mankind in 
general, there are ſome Wonders and Advan- 
rages of this kind, peculiar to Countries, of 
like Situation with our Own? For Is it not ſo, 
to ſtand ſurrounded with a liquid Wall, partly 
in, and partly out of the Water, like ſo ma- 
ny diſtin& Worlds? Is it not ſo, to be ſe- 
cured againſt Inſults, and ſudden Invaſions 
from abroad; and eſpecially, from That, 
which one would apprehend to be the neareſt 
and moſt formidable Enemy? The Sea, which 

| — | girds 
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girds us in, and roars around us, and ſwells 
above our Coaſt; as if collecting all its For- 
ces, and faving us from other Devaſtations , 
only to pour in, and have the ſwallowing of 
us up it ſelf? And, to render our preſervati- 
on yet more ſtrange, What is it, that repels 
the continual Efforts of this encroaching 
Neighbour > Not Rocks or Caſtles, not 
Mounds or Moles; Theſe frequently prove 
Fortifications too feeble. No; *tis ſomething 
in appearance weaker, but in effect much more 
impregnable, to which our Safety is owing. 
Even a poor deſpiſed bed of Sand, which con- 
quers by not reſiſting. Such are the Bars and 
Doors, ſet to guard our Dwelling; and 
ſo loudly does every Shore proclaim to us, 
job that, which to 70%, who dwelt upon the Con- 
». 1, 16, tinent, God ſpoke by himſelf; that it is He 
who does, He alone who can, ſay to the Sea; 
Hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no farther ; and 
here ſhall thy proud Waves be ſtayed. 

But to proceed. Thoſe various Yorks of the 
Lord, and his Wonders in the Deep, familiar 
to ſuch Nations; The perpetual but regu- 
lar Revolutions of Tides, which have fo 
long exerciſed the niceſt and moſt ſagacious 
Philoſophers; The Uncertainties of Wind 
and Weather, which ſeem diſpenſed to ſuch, 
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in a much more arbitrary manner; Thoſe 
Riches and Treaſures of God, of which the 

reat and wide Sea, as well as the Earth, is 
full; The Advantages of foreign Converſa- 
tion and Improvements, to which the neceſ- 
ſity of Trade whets the Ingenuity and Indu- 
{try of ſuch Countries; And many ſuch like 
Helps to Natural Religion, are awakening 
Demonſtrations, that the Lord is Ring; And 


that, as the whole Earth, fo the Multitude of 


the Iſles in particular manner, may be ſenſible 
and glad thereof. 

If then, a deeper Inſight into, and clearer 
Conviction of, Natural Religion be, in propor- 
tion a better Preparation to embrace Revealed 
Religion : And if the Beauties of a Creation 
and Providence Divine, be ſet before Iſlan- 
ders, in greater Variety, anda ſtronger Light, 
than before many other parts of Mankind : 
Then, though the Prophecy, as worded in 
my Text, that e 1/les ſhall wart for Chriſt, 
ſhould not directly intend thus much; (which 
yet perhaps it may) you allow, I hope how- 
ever, that the Reaſon of the thing will 
bear me out, in eſteeming it One eminent 
Inſtance of the Divine Wiſdom; that God 
ſhould ſo early diſcover himſelf to thoſe 
Iſlands by his Word, to whom he had diſco- 
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vered himſelf by his Works, fo ſignally be- 
fore. : 
2. But, Was it for Their Sakes only, that 
this Method hath been taken 2 No certain- 
ly. For J offer'd, as a Second Motive to it, 
that thus the Goſpel might find a quicker 
Communication, and was more likely to be 
ſpread abroad by Such, than by any other 
Ger of People whatſoever. 

Of many good Effects, which would natu- 
rally follow, from the mutual Dependenee, 
not only of private Perſons, and Neighbour- 
hoods of leſs extent, but even of whole Coun- 
tries and Quarters of the World, upon each 
other, One ought to be the Enlargement. of 
our Charity. Be the Strangers, with whom 
we correſpond for ſupply of our own Neceſſi- 
ties, of Birth and Climate never ſo remote; 
common Humanity obliges us to do good, 
where we receive Good; and ſome way to 
ſerve Them, of whom we take ſuch care to 
ſerve our ſelves. 

But will the furniſhing Them with Neceſ- 
faries in return, ſuffice for that purpoſe? Ven- 
ding the Commodities of home-growth, ea- 
ſing our Land of unprofitable Plenty, and 
giving little in value to receive more; Theſe 
are What no Heathen, no Publican will re- 


fuſe. 
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fuſe. If then we Import to Them, from whom 
we hope to Export, what thank have we? 
The Civilized and the Barbarian Trader are 
thus far upon an equal Foot: And the moſt 
griping Uſurers, the moſt ſhameleſs Extortio- 
ners, will give to Uſurers and Extortioners , 
in proſpect of the like, or a growing Profit 
again. _— 

Our Commerce therefore does not com- 
mence truly Chriſtian, till it proceeds upon 
a Principle of Charity. Of Charity to All, 
but eſpecially to the Spiritual, Wants of them, 
to whom we apply for the Increaſe of our 
Temporal Comforts. A Charity, that labours 
to enrich them with Wiſdom, as much better 
and more uſeful, than that which it was for- 
merly the greateſt Glory of Navigation to 
tranſport; as our Improvements in Sailing 
have enabled us to carry it farther; Or ra- 
ther, a Treaſure of Wiſdom, which admits 
of no Compariſon. Oh! Were our Zeal for 
importing this, proportioned to the Richneſs 
and Uſefulneſs of the Commodity; Were it 
agreeable to that Scheme, and to thoſe Prin- 
ciples of doing Good, which the Goſpel hath 
exalted to ſo high a Degree of Perfection; 
Did it bear any tolerable Reſemblance to the 
Spirit, and the Practice, of the . 

ians: 


ASermon preach'd before the Society for the 4 


ſtians: Our ignorant and barbarous Chapmen 
would quickly be convinced, that we ſeek not 
only Theirs, but Them. For thus they, who 
had given in their Names to Chriſt, diſtin- 
ouiſhed themſelves upon all Occaſions, in 
tormer and better Days. Every Chriſtian Tra- 
veller was in ſome Senſe an Apoſtle or Evan- 
geliſt. They let no Opportunity ſlip, that 
was put into their Hands; Nay, they ſought 
many, with Peril of their Lives. If called by 
worldly Occaſions, if caſt on any Coaſt by 
Shipwrack, their firſt Care was, by their In- 
ſtructions, by their Examples, by all manner of 
cood Offices, to win the Natives to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. And, in regard the Iflanders 
were, of all others, moſt intent upon main- 
taining a Correſpondence of Traffick; and 
indeed were the Perſons moſt capable of viſit- 
ing the moſt diſtant parts of the World ; it is 
plain, the early Converſion of the Iles to the 
Faith was a very wiſe Expedient, for readily 
conveying that Pearl of great Price, whither- 
ſoever theſe zealous Carriers ſhould be called 
out, upon any of their worldly Occaſions. 

2. Another Obſervation I would make, 
from thoſe Words in my Text, They ſhall 
Bring their Silver and their Gold with them, 
unto the Name of the Lord. Theſe are by 


| I Some ' 


— tt ne. A 


Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 15 


Some Interpreters underſtood, as an Alluſion 
to the immenſe Wealth, and other Materials 
of Value, imported for the Temple built by 
Solomon; and to imply, that what the Mer- 
chants then did for Profit, and in the way 
of Trade; the Chriftian Merchants ſhould 
contribute, by voluntary Offerings, to the Sup- 
port and Furtherance of the Goſpel, 

How amply this Prediction was made good 
all Hiſtory declares. At firſt, by Men freely de- 
voting their Subſtance to pious and charitable 
Uſes; That eager Zeal, which St. Paul com- 
mends in the Galatians, as ready, , it had gi; 
been poſſible, even to pluck out their own yes, 
and grove them to theirApoſltle : That cheerful En- 
tertainment, which to any, who had for/ater yh. x 
Houſes or Lands, or Father or Friends, for their 3” 
Maſter's ſake, reſtored an hundred fold, accor- 
ding to his Promiſe, even in this Life, Such 
was the Reception of Perſons, ſent by God to 
convert and inſtruct the Ignorant and Unbe- 
lieving; Such the generous Affection, and 
tender Concern, of Fellow-Sufterers in ſo 
good a Cauſe; who counted all this World's 
Wealth but Dro/s aud Dung, in Compariſon 
of that ineſtimable Treaſure, the Knowledge 
of a Saviour, and the Hope of a bleſſed Im- 
mortality through Him, 
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This unbounded Openneſs of Heart was 
indeed peculiar to a Time, when the Diſtreſſes 
of the Church wanted it; and when the Autho- 
rity of Teachers, who brought the undoubt- 
ed Credential of Miracles along with them, 
might ſeem very reaſonably to command it. 
But, even after thoſe preſſing Occaſions cea- 
ſed, and theſe miraculous Evidences of a Di- 
vine Miſſion were withdrawn; good Chriſti- 
ans did not think themſelves iſcharged, not 
even from large and noble Proportions of 
Bounty. For, when the Goſpel was publick- 
ly countenanced, and Perſons of the higheſt 
Elevation eſteemed it their Honour, to profeſs 
themſelves Diſciples of the meek and lowly 
Jeſus; They judged, and very rightly, that 
the Poverty of the Church is no eſſential 
Character of her Purity: And, by the De- 
cent and Liberal Proviſion, of Houſes ſer a- 
part for Publick Worſhip, and of an honou- 
rable Maintenance for the Waiters at God's 
Altar, did quickly ſhew, that the Want of 
Theſe, among Chriſtians, is always a Cala- 
mity, ſometimes a Reproach ; Much to be la- 
mented, Never to be choſen. 

Such were the Sentiments of thoſe good 
Times, when no Satisfaction was thought e- 


qual to that, of promoting the Glory, and 


exten 
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extending the Borders of Chriſt's Kingdom. 
This they lookt upon as a Truſt, left upon 
the Hands of all, whom God enables to be- 
come inſtrumental to ſo neceſſary and pious a 
Deſign. A Deſign, not to be carried on, in 
the ordinary Courſe of Things, without the 
Aſſiſtance of many zealous, and very munih- 


cent Benefactions. And therefore Plenty of 
Theſe flowed in continually ; Teſtimonies of 


unfeigned Love to their Maſter, and dear Re- 
deemer; Tributes paid back to the Almighty 
Giver of their Carnal Things; Grateful Ac- 
knowledgments of his Mercy, in imparting to 
them his infinitely better, and Hiritual Things; 
And Pledges of their Truſt, in that Righte- 


ouſneſs of God, which never forgets their icy. vt 


Work and Labour of Love, which is ſhewed 


toward His Name, by miniſtring to the Saints. 


II. And thus, I am led very naturally to 
the Second Part of my Diſcourſe: Which, I 
told you, ſhould be employed, in ſuch an Ap- 
plication of the foregoing Particulars, as may 
anſwer the Duty Jam now upon, and the 
Character of that Body, who have called me 
to it. 

The very Being and Deſign of this Society 
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tends to the more perfect Accompliſhment of 
[/aiah's Prophecy in my Text; And the Part 
| would perſuade my Hearers to bear in this 
Deſign, is That of converting our Traffick 
and Navigation, into Means of eſtabliſh- 
ing the Chriſtian Faith, among thoſe yet 
barbarous People, with whom we deal a- 
broad. 

And, Ought I not to promiſe my {elf ſome 
Succeſs in this Undertaking, from the Quali- 
ty of the Perſons, to whom I am now addreſ- 
fing? Were You, like thoſe poor Ignorants, 
inſcnſible of the Neceſſity of all Religion in 
general, or of the Excellency of the Chriſtian 
Religion in particular; I might urge to you, 
the Value of Immortal Souls; the Wiſdom 
of winning theſe to Virtue and Happineſs ; 
that the only Ordinary way of Doing this is, 
by bringing them to the Knowledge and Obe- 
dience of Chriſt and his Goſpel: I might, in 
very moving Terms, repreſent the miſera- 
ble Circumſtances of many Millions of dark 
Wretches, on whom the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs hath not yet ſhined; I ought to excite 
your Compaſſion, not to Them only, who 
fit in the Shadow of Death; but even to your 
Selves, at whoſe hands their Blood ſhall be 


requi-- 
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required, in the Great Day of Account; ſo 
far as any uncharitable Neglect, or Hard- 
heartedneſs of Yours, ſhall be found acceſſa- 
ry to their Deſtruction. 

Theſe, and ſeveral like Heads of Argument, 
might have been ſeaſonable upon This Occa- 
ſion; did I not find my ſelf, upon a double 
Account, happily prevented in the Underta- 
king. Firſt, by ſtanding here, in the midſt of 
a City, yielding perhaps to none, in Exam- 
ples of uſeful and well-regulated Charity, both 
ro the Bodies and the Souls of Men; and 
Then, by the Labours of better Hands, and 
thoſe of ſuperior Character too, who have 
pleaded this Cauſe of Chriſt, and his loſt 
Sheep, before me. But ſince my Mite ſhould 
be caſt in alſo; ſuffer, I beſeech you, the 
Word of Exhortation, while I remind you 
briefly, F:r/t, Of the Obligations, and, Se- 
condly, Of the Encouragements you have, to 
turn your . and Contributions toward 
this good Work in particular. Under the 
Former of theſe Arguments, I will apply to 
you as Engliſh Chriſtians, and Engliſh Tra- 
ders: Under the Latter I ſhall ſhew, what 


happy Progreſs this pious Society hath alrea- 


dy made; and what farther Succeſſes may ve- 
C'2 ry 
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ry reaſonably be expected. For, why ſhould 
we not expect the Continuance of that Divine 
Bleſſing, which hath hitherto ſo remarkably 
proſpered us? Why not expect the Addition 
of that Help, which the Inhabitants of this 
wealthy and populous Place, are ſo very capa- 

ble of giving us ? | 
1. I begin then with your Obligations to 
- this Charity. 7% whom Men have committed 
much from Him they will ask the more, is one 
of our Lord's Proverbial Sayings, whoſe Equi- 
ty ſpeaks it ſelf. And, when we ſee that 
Mat.xxv. Maxim illuſtrated, by the Parable of the Ta- 
lents; the Inference is plainly This. That 
every Ability of doing Good mult be ſtrictly 
accounted for; and that They only have fair- 
ly diſcharged their Account, whole Improve- 
ments ſhall be found proportionate to the 
Prime Stock truſted in their hands. Now, of 
all our Talents, as none can be more preci- 
ous ; ſo none, I take it, will be more enqui- 
red into, than the Purity and free Exerciſe of 


_—— 
1 


the Chriſtian Religion. This moves me to 
intreat, that you would ſeriouſly reflect, how 


deeply you are indebted to God as Engl:/h 
Chriſtians. * Our happy Iſland was, proba- 


bly 


See Bp. Stillingflect's Origin, Britan. pag. 35. Edit. Lond. 1684. 
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bly by the preaching of St. Paul, but undoubt- 
edly in the time of the Apoſtles themſelves , 
bleſs'd with the early Knowledge of the Go- 
ſpel. To Us, belong the Honours of the# firſt 
Chriſtian King; The firſt profeſſion of the 
Truth countenanced and enjoyned, by Laws 
and publick Authority; + The Birth of the 
firſt Chriſtian Emperor; To Us, the ſhining 
of this glorious Light, never totally extingui- 
ſhed among us. And, when eclipſed with 
thoſe Corruptions and Superſtitions, which 
God, in his judgment, permitted to- over- 
ſpread the face of this Veſtern World; We 
were again among the firſt, and far the beſt, 
Reformed ; Purged from thoſe Spots of Error, 
and reſcued from that Yoke of NRomiſh Tyran- 
ny, in which all Attempts to enſlave us again 
have been defeated, by ſuch diſtinguiſhing , 
and even wonderful, Providences; as cannot, 
without the baſeſt Ingratitude, ever be for- 
gotten. 0 C % he | 
But, Are ſuch ſignal Favours remembred 
as they ought to be, unleſs our Gratitude ex- 
preſs it ſelf, in as uncommon Meaſures of Pie- 
ty, and Charity, and Holy Labour, to plant 


Lucius. See Stillingfleet's Or, Brit, pag. 57. 
1 Conſtantine the Great 
this 
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this excellent Religion, where it is not yet; 
and to cheriſh and ſtrengthen it, where it hath 
taken hitherto but weak and tender Root 2 
Are we not excited to this, by that very Form, 
which directs us to pray, that Our Father's 
Kingdom may come? And, do we pray, like 
ſincere Chriſtians, if our own Mt 1 hl be 
wanting to attain the Bleſſing we implore : 
Nay, are we not provoked to theſe Endea- 
vours, by the Example of Others? I ſay, provo- 
ked to them. For, ſhall Hereticks and Infidels 
labour Converſions to Irreligion and Fal ſhood 
at home, and ſhall we be under no Concern, 
to propagate Truth and Virtue abroad? Shall a 
miſguided Zeal, or ſecular Intereſt, compaſs 
Sea and Land, to make Proſelytes to Chriſt's 
uſurping pretended Vicar; and ſhall not We, 
who have all the Advantages of truly Primi- 
tive Doctrine, lay the Good of Souls, and 
the Enlargement of our Lord's Territories to 
Heart? Surely we do not deſerve ſo bright a 
Candleſtick ; unleſs it be our Care fo to ad- 
vance it, that not They only, who are alrea- 
dy in the Houſe, but Thoſe alſo, whoſe Un- 
happineſs it is to be ſtill without Doors, may 
be invited in, and fee, and love, and walk 


by, the ſaving Light of it. 


2, But 


1 


” 
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2. But this Obligation ſeems to be drawn 
yet cloſer, upon All, whoſe Fortunes are ow- 
ing to any Commerce with thoſe Ignorants 
and Unbelievers. For, may I not be allowed 


4 


to turn St. Pauls Argument, and affirm upon pou. « 
this Occaſion, that to Them, whoſe Strength 


and Toil is conſumed in the Service of your 
Carnal Things, Some Debt is contracted , 
Some Title thereby convey'd, to the Spiritual 
Advantages, they might receive from You 2 
This were to act like generous Traders in- 
deed; To barter Gold for Braſs, and Pearl 
for Trifles; in returning the nobleſt and 
moſt uſeful Treaſure, for Riches, which they 
knew not either the Uſe, or the Value of; 


To This, if I am rightly inform'd, fome of 


your Charters have obliged you; and common 
Humanity would oblige you to it however. 
Slaves, it is true, they are, and Negroes; 
wild and untaught, expoſed ro common Sale, 
and wrought like Beaſts of Burden. Their 
Bodies therefore are taken Care of for their 


Maſter's Sake; and is it not fit, their Souls 


ſhould be taken Care of, for their Own ? Is it 
nothing to you, that they are created by the 
fame God, formed of the ſame Fleſh and 
Blood, deſcended from the ſame common 


Anceſtor, 


* 
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Anceſtor, endued with the ſame Souls, the 
{ame Capacities of immortal Happineſs? Nay, 
which ſhould touch us more tenderly than all 
the reſt, They alſo arc redeemed by the ſame 
Precious Ranſom. Birth and Fortune, Climate 
and Complexion, Barbariſm and Servitude, 
are only Circumſtantial Differences; ſuch 
as ought not to be made too great Reckon- 
ing of, when the Eſſential parts continue the 
ſame. A good Man will find but too much 
Ground for Grief and Pity, but none at all for 
Neglect, Contempt, or inhuman Treatment, 
even in the meaneſt and moſt abject of his 
own Species. He will obſerve, with Holy In- 
dignation, the wretched Degeneracy of Hu- 
man Nature, when unculrivated and left to 
itſelf; and be very ſollicitous to reſtore it to 
its due Honour. He will lament the uncon- 
trolled Uſurpation and Tyranny of the Prince 
of Darkneſs; and be zealous in making Re- 
priſals for that God, whole kinder Providence 
hath not left Him, in the ſame forlorn Con- 
dition. And this is the true Light to view 
theſe Creatures in; that They, by whom Vou 
ſubſiſt, may not be ſuffered to periſh; nor 
Your Salvation hazarded, by obſtructing or 
not promoting Theirs, for whom the Son of 
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God did not diſdain to ſhed his Blood. Up- 
on the whole therefore, you mult pardon me, 
if I do not ſee, how Any, concerned in the 
Particular I am now upon, can be excuſed 
from bearing ſome parr in the godly and glo- 
rious Delign, for the more effectual Furrhe- 
rance whereof we arc here this Day aſſembled. 
And now, having ſaid ſo much of the Obli- 
gations, I proceed, in the Laſt Place, to add 
ſomewhat concerning the Encouragements , 
which (praiſed be God) we all have, hearti- 
ly to put our helping hand to it. 

2. To propagate Chriſtianity among the un- 
civilized Iudiaus, hath been generally thought 
a good Work, rather fit to be commended 
and wiſhed well to, than likely to be accom- 
pliſned. Former Attempts of this kind have 
made ſo poor a Progreſs, as might diſhearten 
any Principles, leſs vigorous and reſolute, than 
a Faith, which againſt Hope heheveth m Hope ; 
and a Charity, which hopeth all things, and 
endureth all things. The Dithculties, retard- 
ing our Succeſs, are incredibly many and 
great. Some fcarce poſſible to have been 
foreſcen ; and Divers not to be removed, but 
by long time, much pains, and patient pru- 
dence. Notwithſtanding all which, I think 

| D it 
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it may truly be affirmed, that the Bleſſing, 
God hath already given to our Endeavours, 
deſerves to be moſt thankfully received, as a 
Pledge of future and far nobler Effects. 

We do not indeed go about to amuſe the 
World, with pompous Accounts of Miracles 
wrought, and Multitudes converted in an In- 
{tant : Much better had it been for all, who 
deſire to advance the Truth as it is in Jeſus, 
if the boaſted Zeal of that Church, which 
vainly challenges this Glory, had kept it ſelf 
within a narrower Compaſs. That unexam- 
pled Avarice and Cruelty, which proſelyted 
Men with Rapine, and Violence, with Fire, 
and Sword, and Tortures worſe than Death, 
have left ſuch Horrors on the Minds of that 
ſuffering People; that, although no Deducti- 
ons were made, (as large ones doubtleſs might 
be) from the Tale, given in by their fabulous 
Reporters; Nay, ſhould we allow them in 
account, the very many, who, when their 
own Men again, have renounced and deteſted 
thoſe Profeſſions, which Fear or Suffering had 
before extorted: Vet even thus, *tis highly pro- 
bable, the Numbers theſe falſe Apoſtles have 
prejudiced againſt the Chriſtian Name, would 
far exceed thoſe, whom they have proſelyted to 
a ſincere Love of it. Beſides 
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Beſides theſe Averſions in the common Peo- 
ple, the Heathen Powers have often been 
alar m'd, with a juſt Jealouſy of that buſy Spi- 
rit, peculiar to an Order of Intrigue, who va- 
lue themſelves as Principals, in theſe remote 
Converſions. Diſcoveries were quickly made, 
that, whatever became of that to Jeſus Chr i/t, 
Obcdience to the See of Rome was very hear- 
tily intended. And much Countenance could 
not be expected from Governours, apprehen- 
five, that their Subjects were to be inſtructed, 
in order to inſlave them to a foreign Juriſdi- 
ction. 


Add to all This The Creature and Image- 


Worſhip they were taught ; The gaudy Rites 


and Pomps, to which they were initiated ; 
The Condeſcenſions and Accommodations 
made to the Pagan Idolatry, fo ſhamefully 
liberal; that it were much leſs to be wondred, 
if a Scheme of Religion found ready Enter- 
tainment, when thus proſtituted to the Hu- 
mours and Cuſtoms of a deluded People, thus 
modell'd upon the Plan of thoſe very Sins and 
Corruptions, which it ought to have confuted, 

and utterly extirpated. 
Mean while you plainly ſee, how every 
Circumſtance adds to the Difficulty of Our 
D 2 Under- 


wa 
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Undertaking. Ours, who, as we have not ſo 
learned, fo neither muſt we fo teach Chrilt : 
Ours, who dare not handle the Word of God 
deceiiſully; but muſt be content with the un- 
welcome Task, of ſhewing this People the 
danger of their Ignorance, and the Abſurdi- 
ty of thoſe Errors, in which they have been 


Educated : Ours, laſtly, who, though we /eet 


not Theirs but Them, and have no other View, 
but the Salvation of Souls; ſhall yet find all 
our Labours doubled, by contending with 
thoſe Prepoſſeſſions and Averſions, which arc 
chargeable upon Thofe very Perſons, who 
pique themſelves upon being the molt pow- 
ertul Labourers in our Lord's Vineyard, while 
they corrupt the Native Simplicity of his 
Goſpel. 

And yet, before even "Theſe things could 
be entred upon with Strangers, Nature, as 
well as Religion, obliged us to begin, with 
the neceflary Care, due to our Own People. 
For, of our Own too, vaſt Numbers long had 
lived, as Sheep without a Shepherd. Large 
Tracts of Land, and many populous Places, 
were wholly deſtitute of Preachers, Sacraments, 
or any Publick Worſhip. Here therefore, in 
order to procced regularly, our Society made 

their 
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their firſt Efforts. Here Churches have been 
erected, Congregations formed, Miniſters ſet- 
tled, great Quantities of uſeful Books diſtri- 
buted, Parochial Libraries fixed, Charity 
Schools maintained, Children, Servants, and 
Slaves catechized; and a new face of Religi- 
on introduced, all over our Plantations. Of 
theſe Succeſsful Advances, a good part is 
owing to the pious Diſpoſition of the Peo- 
ple, Much to the Encouragement of thcir 
Governours, More to the laudable Induſtry, 


unwearied Zeal, and prudent Conduct, of 


able and faithful Miſhonarics; Moſt of all, 
to the liberal Contributions, the wiſe Coun- 


ſels, the fatherly Care, of this venerable 


Corporation. It is not indeed in the Power 
of human Wiſdom, to take greater Precauti- 
ons than they have done, not to be decei- 
ved in the Characters of the Labourers, ſent 
forth into this Harveſt. And they feel the 
unſpeakable Satisfaction of knowing, by hap- 
py Experience, that they have ſeldom (very 
ſeldom, in Compariſon, and all Circumſtan- 
ces conſidered) miſtaken their Men. 
In promoting this Excellent Deſign, no 
Expence hath been ſpared; and Their Zeal 
hath provoked very Many, to aſſiſt on in 
theſe 


3 
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theſe Difficulties. The Fruits of their Charity 


are already ſo viſible, as to draw other Coun- 
tries to an Imitation of it; And Perſons, of 
eminent Figure abroad, have juſtly eſteemed 
it an Honour, to become Members of this 
Body, and to bear a part in the glorious Un- 
dertaking. 

Were theſe Examples followed fo well as 
they might be at home, particularly in this 
Wealthy and Populous City; Were the Lives 
of our Brethren abroad ſo regular and ſober, 
their Dealings ſo juſt and diſintereſted, their 
Treatment and Behaviour ſo courteous and 
humane, as by their Converſations to win the 
Hearts of thoſe Infidels, whom their Mini- 
{ters convince ; What Conſequences might 
we not rationally promiſe our Selves, from 
ſuch Beginnings, and ſuch Inſtruments > And 
why may we not promiſe our ſelves an Ad- 
dition of Help at Home, when God hath gi- 
ven his People the long wanted Bleſſing of 
Peace? Why not a large Increaſe of Know- 
ledge in the Natives of thoſe very Countries ; 
when the Improvement of a generous Bene- 
factor's Charity, ſhall, as we hope it ſhort- 
ly will, bring to them the Advantages of 
a Learned Education; by ſettling a College 


in 
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in one of theſe Plantations, which may nurſe | 


up, and ſend forth, Numbers of able and 
faithful Miniſters to aſſiſt in this Bleſſed 
Work? 

Why, /aſtly, may we not enjoy the Com- 
fortable Preſages, of a general Encourage- 
ment to Piety and Virtue, and an effectual Re- 
oulation of Manners and a ney when the 
truly primitive Form of Epiſcopal Authority 
ſhall be there eſtabliſhed, upon the Plan of 
our own Exghſh Apoſtolick Church? A noble 
and moſt uſeful Deſign, fit to crown all the 
Reſt; Which hath been long under the Conh- 
deration of this venerable Body, and is much 
at the Heart of that pious and bountiful Prin- 
ceſs, who above all Things ſeeks, and delights 
in, His Honour and Glory, whoſe Miniſter 

e 15. 

1 This Account I thought ſeaſonable to be 
laid before you, that no Suſpicion of an impra- 
cticable Undertaking might cool any Man's 
Zeal for promoting it. Much might be ad- 
ded to the ſame good Purpoſe; but, having 
exceeded a great deal already, I chooſe rather 


to conclude with St. Paul's Benediction, up- 


on a like Charitable Account: 


Now: 
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? Cor is Now He, that miniſtreth Seed to the F oe, 
Voß miniſter Bread for your Food, and mul. 
tply your Seed ſoum, and mcreaſe the Fruits 
of your Righteouſneſs: Being enriched in eve- 
ry Thing to all Bountifulneſs, which cauſeth 
through us Thankſgrving unto God. 
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Moſt material Proceedings and 
Occurrences within the laſt Years Endea- 
vours of THE SOCIETY for the Propagation 
of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, from Friday 
the 20th of February 17 12. to Friday the 19th 
of February 1713. 


I. HE Society have been long ſenſible, that The Difficu:- 
good Works of any kind will be attended #ier in, rs 

with many Difficulties and incidental Delays, that, 9 He 

without great Patience and Reliance upon God, 

would diſcourage well-inclined People in the Proſe- 

cution of them. And poſſibly of all other Works of 

Chriſtian Charity, there is no one more ſubjeQed to 

Difficulties and unforeſeen Obſtructions, than this 

of Propagating the Grſpel in Foreign Parts. The Re- 

moteneſs of thoſe Regions, the Uncertainty of Con- 

veyance, the Difference of Reports, the Variety of 

Circumſtances, the unavoidable Alterations of Time 

and Place, the changeable Affections of Men, the 

Force of Prejudice, the Strength of Intereſt, and other 

worldly Temptations, are but a Part of the many 

Letts and Impediments that muſt be expected in 

theſe our laudable Endeavours. And particularly E/peciady 

within this laſt Year, we have laboured under ſome A 

peculiar Diſadvantages, sf our parting wn one ; 

rea- 
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Treaſurer ; by the untimely Death of another; by the 
Loſs of the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
London; by the Abſence of his worthily deſigned 
Succeſſor; by the great Burden of Cares and Trou- 
bles in adjuſting he Settlemeat of the noble Eſtate, 
bequeathed to us by our worthy Benefactor Colonel 
Chriſtopher Codrinzton; and by ſome other Weight 
of Affairs that we hope, by Degrees, will grow 
lighter and eaſier to us. 
The Want of II. At the End of the preceding Year, our Ex- 
Stock, Juſi- pences were found ſo far to have exceeded our In- 
— come, that it was neceſſary to Reſolve, the 27:h of 
February 1712. That, upon the Conſideration of 
ce the preſent want of Money in Hand, to anſwer 
« the Demands on the Society, with reſpect to Miſ- 
« ſionaries, and other Occaſions, it would not be 
convenient to ſend any other Miſſionaries, increaſe 
« any Salaries, or give any Gratuities, till the pre- 
« ſent Debts of the Society are diſcharged, and they 
have a ſuthcient Sum of Money in Stock to do ſo. 
The Supply III. The Deficiency in our Stock of Charity was, 
of Legacies, by Degrees, and in good Part, relieved, by the Diſ- 
Gifts, and o- charge of former Legacies, and by the acceſſion of 
Sor other Gifts and Benefactions. Mr. Edward Clark of 
Cllare-Hall, Cambridge, upon Application made to him, 
about the Payment of a yearly Allowance, out of the 
Eſtate of the late Reverend and Pious Mr. Barnabas 
Oley, did very freely undertake to ſatisfy the Arrears, 
and to continue the yearly Payment of Five Pounds 
per Aunum. At the ſame Meeting, the 6:h of March 
1712, Mr. Hodges acquainted the Society, that 
Mr. Gibſon, a Scrivener in the City of London, had 
in his Hands a Benefaction of Five Pounds from 
Mrs. Arthington. On the 167% of April 1713, Mr. Nel- 
ſoz reported a Benefaction of Twenty Pounds from 
the Counteſs Dowager of Berkley, which he had paid 
in 


— 
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in to Mr. Hoare. On May 15. 1713. Mr. Hoare report- 
ed from the Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph, a BenefaQtion 
of Nine Guineas from two maiden Gentlewomen, 
whoſe Names are unknown. At the ſame Time 
Mr. Chamberlayne was deſirod to renew his Applica- 
tion to the Executors of Sir John Chardin's Will, for 
the Legacy of One Thouſand Pounds, bequeathed to 
this Society : And, upon ſuch proper Application, a 
civil Promiſe was given, (and loon alter pertorimed) 
for the full Diſcharge of it, by Chazles Parry, Eſq; 
Executor to the ſaid Sir John Chardin. On tlic 17th 
of July 1713, the Reverend Mr. Laſizzby reported 
an additional Benefattion of Twenty Pounds, from 
the Counteſs Dowager of Northampton : As likewiſe 
the Gift of One Hundred Bibles in 8* with the Com- 
mon-Prayer prefixed, and one Hundred Books of the 
Whole Duty of Man, from a Perſon deſiring to be 
unknown. Aug. 21. 1713. It was reported from a 
Committee, that the Lord Biſhop of Ely had ſent to 
them a Benefaction of Five Pounds from an unknown 
Perſon, who deſired it might be laid out in New 
Teſtaments, or otherwiſe, as the Society {ſhould think 
fit. At the ſame Time, Sir John Philips, on behalf 
of Dr. Mapletoft, reported a Benefaction of Five 
Guineas from Mr. Ming of Eltham. On October 3o. 
1713. Mr. Chamberlayze brought to the Society a Le- 
gacy of Fifteen Pounds, leſt to them by the Reve- 
rend Monſieur Ia Mothe, a late worthy Member, paid 
by his Widow and Executrix. On December 4. 1713. 
the Reverend Dr. John Mapletoft, reported a Legacy 
of Fiſty Pounds, bequeathed to the Society by his 
Kinſman Mr. John Collet, late of Brownlow-Street in 
St. Giles in the Fields; and that the Reverend 
Mr. Hugh Mapletoft of Huntingdon, Executor of the 
ſaid Mr. Collet, was ready to pay the ſame to the 


Uſe of the Society. A Benefaction was reported by 
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Dr. Lynford of Forty Shillings, from the Reverend 
Dr. Perkins, Rector of Stretham near Ely. The Re- 


verend Mr. Shute brought a Benefaction of Ten 


Pounds, from a Perſon deſiring to be unknown: 
He afterwards likewiſe reported ſome other Bene- 
factions;-to wit, Four Guineas from Mr. Donghiy of 
Martleſham in Suffolk ; two Guineas from Mr. Bokez- 
ham of Creeting in Suffolk ; Five Pounds from the La- 
dy James of Kjrby-Street, Hatton- Garden; and Two 
Guineas from a Perſon that deſires to be unknown. 
And ſoon after the laſt Anniverſary Meeting, there 
was a Preſent of Ten Guineas received by the Arch- 
deacon of Huntingdon, from a worthy Clergyman 
within his Diſtrit, who had been for ſeveral Years 
a continual Benefactor, but is importunate that his 
Name may be no longer mentioned. This laſt Gift 
ſeems to have been deſigned within the Compaſs of 
the laſt Year, though not received till after the 
Annual Account was given in. For all which Bene- 
factions, the Thanks of the Society was from time to 


time duly returned. 
IV. Some other Preſents have been made to the 


Books, andthe 
* f Uſe and Benefit of the Society, eſpecially in Books, 
. toward furniſhing a convenient Library. For, on 


Pr. Ken- April 17. 1713. a Member * laid before the Society 


net, Dean of a Catalogue of ſome Books, Papers, and Writings, relating 
Peterborough. to the Country and Affairs of America, which he de- 


ſigned to give freely, to the perpetual Uſe and Ser- 
vice of the Corporation, as ſoon as a convenient Place 
ſhould be provided for them: Of which Catalogue 
Two Hundred and Fiſty Copies were ordered to be 
printed, for the Service, and at the Charge, of the 


Society; which have accordingly been printed for 


Mr. John Churchill, under this Title, BIBL 10- 
THECA AMERICANA PRIMORDIA. 


An Attempt towaras laying the Foundation of an American 
Li- 
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Library, in ſeveral Books, Papers, and Writings, humbly 
given to The Society for Propagation of the Goſpel 
in Foreign Parts. For the perpetual Uſe and Benefit of 
their Members, their Miſſionaries, Friends, Correſpondents, 
and others concerned in the good Deſian of planting and 
promoting Chriſtianity, mithin Her Majeſties Colonies and 
Plantations in the Weſt-Indies. By « Member of the 
ſaid Society, 4% 1713. The Impreſſion had been 
publiſhd before this Time, but that it waits for the 
Diſpatch of Az Index of the Matters, Perſons, and Places 
contained in the preceding Catalogue. This honelt Deſign 
has already brought in ſome worthy Perſons to promote 
it. On April 17. 1713. General Nicholſon delivered 
to the fame Member the Sum of Five Guineas, to- 
wards the buying of ſome Books for the faid intended 
Library, to be laid out and diſpoſed of as that Mem- 
ber ſhould think proper. And the Compiler of the 
ſaid Catalogue received ſeveral Books of Travels, Na- 
vigation, Sc. which are inſerted, with the Names of 
the reſpective Donors of them. On September 15, 
1713. Mr. Chamberlayne reported a Benefaction from 
Dr. Sloane, of his Book, entituled, Catalogus Planta- 
rum, que in Iuſuld Jamaica ſponte proveniunt vel vulgo 
coluntur, cum earundem Synonymis & locis Natalibus : 
Adjectis aliis quibuſdem que in Injulis Maderæ, Barba- 
dos, Nevis, & Sti. Chriſtophori naſcuntur. Seu Pro- 
dromi Hiſtorie Naturalis Ja maicæ, Pars prima. Autore 
HANS SLOANE, M. D. Coll. Med. Lond. Nec uon 
Soc. Reg. Lond. Socio. Londini 8% 1696. And at 
another Time, from the ſame Author, another Volume, 
entituled, A Yoyaze to the Iſlands Madera, Barbados, 
Nevis, St. Chriſtopher's, and Jamaica, &c. By HANS 
SLOANE, AI. D. London 4% 1707. And on December 4. 
1713. Monſieur L'enfant, Chaplain to the King of 
Pruſſia, with a kind Letter to the Society, preſented 


them his Book, intituled, Hiſtoire de Concile de Con- 
| tance, 


An Abſtract of the 


The Admiſ- 
ſion of Nem 
Members. 


— 


ſtance, 4% And undoubtedly many liberal Additions 


of this kind will be made to our Pablict Library, not 
only by the Members, but even by Strangers and 
Foreigners, as ſoon as, upon Publication of the Ca- 
talogue, they find what Books and Papers are wanting. 

V. To communicate and promote their good De- 
ſigns, the Society) have proceeded to augment the 
Number of their Members, by inviting and admitting 
ſuch Perſons as may be juſtly preſumed to have the 
greateſt Inclination and Ability toward good Works. 
James Moody, Eſq; Mr. William Hyſham ; Colonel Cle- 
land; William Sharp, Eſq; late Preſident of the Iſland 
of Barbados; Colonel Robert Stuart; Mr. John Baſket, 
the Queen's Printer; Dr. Thomas Gooch, Rector of 
St. Clements Eaſt-cheap, London; The Reverend Dr. Bratl/- 


ford, Dean of Wells ; The Reverend Dr. Philip Dwight , 


The Reverend Mr. Bridges, Chaplain to the late Lord 
Biſhop of London; Dr. Joſeph Wilcox, late Chaplain 
to the Ernzlih Factory at Lisbon; The Reverend 
Mr. Leng; Abel Kettleby, Eſq; Daniel Ming of Eltham, 
Eſq; The Reverend Mr. Hayley, Miniſter of the Chap- 
pel in Great Quec-ſlreet ;, Dudley Woodbridge, Eſq; 
Sir Edmund Andrews; Dr. Ralph Blomer, Prebendary 
of Canterbury; Mr. Auditor Harley, &c. moſt of which 
have made their Contributions and Annual Subſcri- 
ptions. Some eminent Foreigners have been admitted; 
as Monſieur the General de Dorthe; Monſieur Schmit- 
man, Miniſter of the Reformed Parochial Church 
in Berlin; Monſieur da Chenegiæ de Beville ; Monſieur 
Bechier ; and Dr. Comrade Mel, Inſpector over the 
Reformed Churches in the Principality of Hersfela 
in Heſſia. The voluntary Offer and Admiſſion of new 
Members will beſt ſupply the ſenſible want of ſome 
deceaſed, and ſome withdrawn; and will more and 
more impart the Knowledge of this Chriſtian Enter- 
priſe, and the concerted Meaſures taken in it. 


VI. 
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ſelves of ſome paart of the Burden of their Cares and 
Troubles, by their farther Endeavours to obtain a Ste- 
ment and Support of Biſhops on the Continent, and in the 
Iſles of America; who might regularly overſee thoſe 
Infant Churches, and prevent the Multitude of Com- 
plaints that might be better heard, and more effe- 
Qtually redreſs'd under their Inſpection, than can 
poſſibly be by the Society at ſo great a Diſtance. 
March 27. 1713. it was reported from a Com- 
mittee, That they had prepared the Form of A Re- 
preſentation to be laid before Her Majeſty, for procaring 
Biſhops and Biſhopricks in America ; which was read, 
and, with ſome Amendments, agreed to, and order'd 
to be fairly copied, and delivered to his Grace the 
(then) Arch Biſhop of York, who was deſired to lay 
it before Her Majeſty, after the Seal of the Society 
ſhould be affixed to it. Wherein they moſt humbly 
ſhewed, „That as it had pleaſed the Divine Good- 
« neſs to diſpoſe Her Majeſty's Royal Heart, for the 
« eſtabliſhing of Biſhops and Bifhopricks within Her 
« Majeſty's Plantations and Colonies, and other Her 
« Majeſty's Dominions in America, in like Manner 
« as the Church of England is ſettled for Eccleſiaſtical 
« Government in Exgland and Ireland, purſuant to 
« the Apoſtolical Form and Order in the Chriſtian 
« Nations, where Biſhops have been deemed the true 
“ Succeſſors of the Apoltles, and as is moſt agreeable 
« to the Inclination of many of the preſent Inhabi- 
ce tants of thoſe Places, whence there have been 
“ made, for theſe Eleven Years paſt, earneſt Appli- 
« cations for ſuch Biſhops to preſide amongſt them, 
« &c. The Society, in all Humility, beg Leave to lay 
« jt before Her Majeſty as their Opinion, after the 
« moſt mature Deliberation, that it is highly expe- 
« dient, that Four Biſhops be ſent thither as ſoon as 
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VI. The Society have laboured to diſcharge them- 
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and Eudea- 
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« conveniently may be, to forward the great Work 
« of converting Infidels to the ſaving Faith of our Bleſ- 
« fed Redeemer, and for the better regulating ſuch 
« Chriſtians in their Faith and Practice, as are al- 
« ready converted thereunto, & And they hum- 
bly propoſed ſome Ways and Means toward the. 
better Support of ſuch Biſhops; particularly they 
repreſent, «© That if one Biſhop for the Continent 
« be fixt at Burlington in New Jerſey, the Society 
« will furniſh him with a convemient Houſe and 
« Land for his Reſidence, which they purchaſed at 
« a conſiderable Value there. And if another 
« Biſhop be appointed in Barbadoes, he ſhall have 
the Preſidentſhip of Colonel Codrington's College 
« to be erected within that Ifland by the So- 
« ciety therewith intruſted.“ In the mean Time, 
our Correſpondents abroad were continually expreſ- 
ſing their Wiſhes and Deſires for Biſhops to be ſent 
over to them: Particularly one of the Ezgliſh Go- 
vernours writes thus to our Secretary; God 1ſp:re 
thoſe whoſe Buſrarſs it is to ſend us a Biſhop ; Never was 
(any where) owe more wanted, 

VII. Though the Society had put themſelves un- 


<a 


The ſending der a prudential Reſtraint, from the ſending any 


of new Miſ- 


Honat ies, 


more Miſſionaries, till their Stock increaling ſhould 
better enable them ; yet they proceeded to enquire 
into the Qualifications of ſuch as offered themſelves, 
and, upon proper Satis'action, accepted and retained 
ſome of them. On the 24 of Offober, 1713. the Re- 
verend Mr. Gay having his Character and Abilities, 
upon due Examination, allowed, was receiv'd as the 
Society's Miſſionary to St. Helen's in South Carolina, 
with the Salary of 50 J. per Aunam, and the uſual 
Allowance of Money and Books. September 11. 1713. 
Upon a Petition of the Inhabitants of Radaor in Pen- 
Hlvania, being Weljh, deſiring that the e 
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Mr. Claubb might be the Society's Miſſionary among 
them, he underſtanding Welſh, and being capable of 
Reading Prayers and Preaching to them in their 
native Language; he was adjudged to be well qua- 
lified for that Service, and was ſent to the aid 
Station at Radzor, with the yearly Allowance of 60 

Pounds. | 
VIII. The Society have employed their Care and 
Stock, in giving due Encouragement to the building 
of New Charches, or in furniſhing them with decent 
Utenſils and Books, and in opening and ſupporting 
of Schools, and in ſending over Catechiſms, Bibles, 
Liturgies, and practical Tracts, to improve the 
Knowledge and Practice of Religion in thoſe Parts. 
Upon reading a Letter from Mr. Haliday, dated the 
17th of March 1712. giving an Account of a Delign 
for building a Church at Piſcatoqua, by Subſcription 
of the People, and of the laying out a piece of 
Ground for that Purpoſe, and of Money in Hand 
ſufficient to buy Bricks, &c. the Society were inclined 
to give all Encouragement proper, and within their 
Rules, to ſuch good Deſigns, and particularly order- 
ed a New Quarto Bible, a Folio Common-Prayer Book, 
with Articles and Canons, and Book of Homilies, to 
be ſent aver to Mr. Haliday, for the Uſe of his Church. 
A new Church has been built for the Dutch Colony 
under Her Majeſty's Government at New Tork, by the 
favourable Concurrence of the Governour, and his 
Bounty, with the Contribution of other good People, 
as Mr. Bondet, Miſſionary at New Rochel, in the Pro- 
vince of New Tork, relates, in a Letter dated Jan. 20. 
1712. Advice came from Mr, Mackenzie, Miſſionary 
at Staten Iſland in the ſaid Province, dated March 18. 
1712. That having preach'd for Seven Years upon 
« Sufferance in a French Church upon that Iſland, 
« he had at laſt, by the . . 
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« ſeveral Gentlemen far and near, got a pretty hand- 
« ſome Church of their own to preach in, which 
« was finiſhed and opened laſt Summer. And that 
« the People of his Congregation had purchaſed a 
« Piece of Ground for a Glebe, and were about 
« building a Houſe upon it. So that he hoped in 
« Time there would be a more comfortable Settle- 
« ment for a Miniſter, than he had hitherto enjoy'd. 
Great Numbers of the Printed Church-Catechiſms 
have been ſent over to be ſpread in Families, and 

ut into the Hands of Children and Servants; as 
particularly Jane 3. 1713. it was agreed, That 300 
Copies of the Church Catechiſm {hould be ſent to 
Mr. Neau, Catechiſt in New York, to diſtribute as he 
thought fit. The like Preſents have been made to 
ſeveral - of our Schoolmaſters, to enable them the 
better to inſtruct and encourage their Scholars. 
From thoſe Maſters on our Eſtabliſhment we have 
good Accounts yearly of their Methods and Succeſ- 
ſes, As particularly, Mr. Brown from Richmond in- 
forms us, April 10.1713. © That he had continued 
« to keep School in the South Precinct of that Coun- 
« try; that he had taught this Year 35 Children to 
« read, write, and cypher;. and the Catechiſm of 
« the Church, and Explanation thereof, to fuch as 
« were capable; that he had 24 of his Scholars pub- 
« lickly catechiz'd in the Church, who anſwered fo 
« readily to all Queſtions, that it was admired by 
« all who heard them; that he taught them the 
« Uſe of the Common Prayer. So that the Children 
“ could join with the Congregation in the Divine 
“Service, &c.” Which Account was certified by the 
Miniſter, and Her Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 
for that County. yg 
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IX. The inſtructing of the Negro and Indian Inſiruttimm of 
Slaves belonging to the Plantations and Families of 1-442 and 


any of Her Majeſty's Subjects, and fo to prepare 
them for Converſion, Baptiſm, and Communion, was 
a Charge given to every Miſſionary, to a particular 
Catechiſt Br Slaves, and to all Schoolmaſters, ac- 
cording to their Opportunity and Power. And the 
Society have the Comfort to hear of Annual Succeſs 
and Progreſs in it. A Letter from Mr. Nea aſſured 
us, © That he had continued as uſual to inſtruct 
« thoſe Negroes that would come to him; their 
« Number did not leſſen, nor indeed hardly in- 
« creaſe, partly through the bad diſpoſition of the 
&« Slaves, and partly the cold Inclinations of their 
« Maſters, that on Feb. 28. 1712. he had made a Re- 
« preſentation to the Reverend the Clergy aſſembled 
% in New Tork, expreſſing the Oppoſitions he met with 
« in exerciſing his Office of Catechiſt, from the Ge- 
“ nerality of the Inhabitants, who were ſtrangely 
« prejudiced with a horrid Notton, as if the Chriſfiaz 
« Knowledge would be a mean to make their Slaves 
« more cunning, and apter to Wickednels than they 
« are; He begs the Clergy to convince the People 
« of the Falſeneſs and Profaneneſs of that Conceit: 
« He commends the Piety of thoſe who gave him 
« Countenance and Protection in his hard Labours ; 


„ His Excellency, (ſays he) our pious and worthy 


« Governour, has ſhewed his great Zeal towards it, 
« not only by inſerting a Paragraph in his Procla- 
« mation concerning it, but alſo in viſiting with his 
„Lady the Catechizing School; and they were fa- 
« tisfied in the Negroes anſwering the Catechiſm, 
« Praying, and ſinging Pſalms ; and that thereupon 
« they ordered all their Slaves to come to the ſaid 
« School, &c.” The Reverend Mr. Haliday, from 
P. Amboy, March 17. 1712. hu commends Mr. Garden, 
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for a Gentleman of Charity and ſerious Goodneſs, 
who is a conſtant Communicant at Amboy, and at- 
tends the Monthly Lecture at Cheesquakes, and pre- 
ſents his Children and Slaves to be examined in the 
Church Catechiſm ; and that his Example has had 
a good Effect on the Country People about him. The 
Reverend Mr. Ramsfora, in a Letter to the Secretary, 
dated Chowan, North Carolina, Feb. 17. 1712. relates, 
« That in their miſerable State of a cruel War with 
« the Indians, and having been himſelf taken by the 
« Savages, and ſuffered other Indiſpoſition, he had 
« been able only to catechize and baptize Six Negroes. 
The Reverend Dr. Le Jean, by Letter dated South 
Carolina, Pariſh of St. James, near Gooſcreek, Feb. 23. 
1712, expreſſed the Comfort he had to ſee his ſmall 
Endeavours not altogether fruitleſs ; “ For beſides 
« the three Adults that received lately the holy Bap- 
« tiſm, as he had mentioned in his laſt, he baptiz'd 
« a Fortnight ago a Negro Woman, being preſented 
« by Her own Miſtreſs; and, God willing, two other 
« Negro Women would be baptized at Eaſter, with 
« Conſent of their Maſters, Cc.“ The Reverend 
Mr. Taylor from St. Andrem's Pariſh in South Carolina, 
Jul) 28. 1713. writes thus: “ As J ama Miniſter of 
« Chriſt, and of the Church of Exgland, and a Mif- 
« fionary of the moſt Chriſtian Society in the whole 
« World, I think it my indiſpenſable and ſpecial Du- 
« ty to do all that in me lies, to promote the Con- 
« verſion and Salvation of the poor Heathens here, 
« and more eſpecially of the Negro and Indian Slaves 
« in my own Pariſh. If the Maſters would heartily 
« concur with the Miniſters, we ſhould have better 
Hopes. I cannot but honour Madam Haigne, who 


** 


is lately come to this Plantation; this Gentle- 


« woman, and one Madam Edwards, who came with 


her, have taken extraordinary Pains to inſtruct a 


as con- 
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« con{iderable Number of Negroes, looſe and wicked, 
in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and to 
« reclaim and reform them: And the wonderful 
« Succeſs they have met with, in about half a Year's 
« Time, encouraged me to go and examine thoſe 
« Neeroes, about their Knowledge in Religion. A- 
« mong other things I asked them, Who Chriſt was ? 
„They readily anſwered, He i the Son of God, and 
« Saviour of the World; and told me, they embraced 
“ him as ſuch with all their Hearts. I deſired them 
« to rehearſe the Apoſtles Creed, and the Ten 
« Commandments, and the Lord's Prayer, which 
« they did very diſtinctly and perfectly. Fourteen of 
« them gave me fo great Satisfaction, and were fo 
very deſirous to be baptized, that I thought it my 
« Duty to do it on the laſt Lord's Day. And I 
« doubt not but theſe Gentlewomen will prepare the 
c reſt of them for Baptiſm in a little Time. And I 
« hope the good Example of theſe two Gentlewomen 
« will provoke at leaſt ſome Maſters and Miſtreſſes 
« to take the ſame Care and Pains with their poor 
« Slaves.” There be other Accounts of the like 
good Endeavours to bring over the poor ignorant 
Negroes to a Chriſtian Faith and Practice. None of 
the adult Slaves are admitted to Baptiſm, without 
being able to give a Reaſon of their Deſire to be 
baptized. We leave it to the Roman Prieſts to boaſt 
of the Multitude of their Converts, by baptizing all 
they can lay Hands upon. One of our own Miſho- 
naries among the Indian Nations has lately told us, 
« Moſt of the adult Indians are already baptized, 
« ſome by Prieſts from Canada, others by Dutch Mi- 


« niſters ; but thoſe baptized by the Popiſh Prieſts, I 


« am afraid, are but little the better for it. For as 
« the Interpreter has told me, who lived ſeveral 
< Years 4moog the, Indices, among whom en al 
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« thoſe Prieſts were, that they would baptize any 
« that offered themſelves, whether . or no, 
« and took no manner of Care to inſtruct them, be- 
« fore or after; and ſome they brought to Baptiſm 
1 by Threatnings, and others they allured by Pre- 
% ſents. 


Converſion of X. The Society have continued their good Will 
the Heat hen. to the bordering Indian Nations, and are ready to do 


all that is poſſible toward the civilizing and con- 
verting of them. Mr. Johnſton brought home with 
him from South Carolina, a young Tamouſee Prince, 
whom the Society cloath'd and ſent to School, in or- 
der to be inſtructed in Literature and Religion, and 
diſpos'd to a Love of the Exgliſh Nation, that when 
well qualified in Knowledge and Manners, he might 
be remitted into his own Country, to help ſupport 
the Britiſh Intereſt, and promote the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. The ſettling a Miſſionary among the Mo- 
hawks, in a Fort and Chappel erected by Her Maje- 
ſty's Piety and Bounty, was now brought to good 
Effet; of which an Account was given by the Re- 
verend Mr. Barclay, in a Letter dated Albany, Dec. 17. 
1712. © In my laſt I ſent encloſed the Morning and 
« Evening Prayer and Litany, done into the Lan- 
« guage of the Five Nations of the Indians, border- 
ing on the Province of New Tork. In Auguſt laſt 
« the Fort and Chappel in the Mohawks Country 
« being finiſh'd, the Governour planted a Garriſon 
« there. In the Beginning of October I went up to 
« the Mohawks Country, and was kindly received by 
their Sachems. The Sunday after, being October 5. I 
« preached in the Chappel on St. Matth. xxi. 13. It 
« being the Deſire of their Sachems that I ſhould 
„ preach againſt the Profanation of their Chappell, 
« ſome being ſo impious as to make a Slaughter- 
« Houſe of it. I had above 60 Proſelyte — 
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hearing me, and I chriſtened Two of their Chil- 
dren. I took Occaſion then to tell the Indians, 
that as Her Majeſty, cur moſt Pious Queen, had 
been pleas'd, of Her Bounty, to build a Church a- 
mong them, ſo they might expect a Miniſter very 


« ſoon to reſide with them; they returned their 
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Thanks to the Great Queen, and to the Arch— 
biſhop, and to the Society. About the middle of 


October, the Reverend Mr. Andrews, Miſſionary, ar- 
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rived at New Tork, and on the 13% of November at 
Albany, where he was welcomed by Five of their 


« principal Sachems, ſeveral of their chief Squas and 
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young Men being preſent, they accompanied the 


Miſſionary to my Houſe, and bid him welcome a 


ſecond Time, thanking God, who had carried him 
through the Dangers of the Sea, and brought him 
ſafe over to them. On the 15th of November, the 
Commiſſioners for Indian Affairs being met, and 
the Five Sachems with them, after the reading of the 
Archbiſhop's Letter to the Indians, and a ſhort 
Speech made by Mr. Andrews to the Sachems, de- 
claring the Deſign and End of his Miſſion: The 
Sachems 1 him as their Miniſter with all 

fible Satisfaction, and promis'd him all civil 
and kind Uſage. Aſter this Henrick, in the Name 
of the other Sachems, made a Speech to this Purpole, 
as near as I can remember. He expreſt, in the 
firſt place, their higheſt Gratitude to Almighty 
God, who had inclined the Good and Great 


QUEEN to grant their Requeſt, and to ſend 


them one to lead them in the Way to Heaven, 
they being in the dark, full of diſmal Fears and 
Perplexities, not knowing what ſhall become of 
them after this Life. Next, he returned their moſt 


humble Thanks to the molt Religious QUEEN 


ANNE, to their ghoſtly Father, His Grace the 
« Arch- 


ch 
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« Archbiſhop, and the reſt of the Spiritual Sachery 
of that godly Body, (as they were pleas'd to call 
« the Society, who had been pleaſed to fend them a 
% Father.) Then they returned Thanks to their 
« Brother, the pious and juſt Governour, who had 
promoted ſo good a Work; and to the valiant and 
« brave Anadagareux, (Colonel Nicholſon) to whoſe 
« Aſſiſtance they were ſo much obliged; and to all 
« who had been aſſiſting in carrying on ſo good a 
« Work. And laſt of all, to the Miſhonary him- 
„ ſelf, who had travelled ſo far for their Good, 
«© YC. The ſurther Reception of Mr. Andrews, and 
the Beginning of his Chriſtian Offices among them, is 
belt known from his own Letter, dated at the 
Queen's Fort near the Mohawks Caſtle, March g. 
1712-13. wherein he informs the Society, “ That 
« he had ſent incloſed the Copies of Two of the 
e Sachems Speeches, of his own Anſwers, and of the 
« Governour's Letter to them; That at his firſt 
coming to the Queen's Fort, Nov. 22. he was pre- 
« {ently viſited by a great many Indian Men, Wo- 
« men, and Children, faluting him with abundance 
« of Joy and Welcome to their Country; yet ſome 
« ſeemed to be jealous and diſſatisfied, among whom 
« was one of the Sachems, (tor which the reſt had 
e ſince turned him out of his Honour) upon a Pre- 
« judice artfully ſuggeſted to them by ſome of the 
& European Traders, that a Miniſter would be bur- 
« denſome to them, and claim a Tenth of every 
« thing they had; that he had ſeveral times declared 
« to them, the Unreaſonableneſs of this Prejudice; 
« that he delired nothing they had, but his only 
« Deſign was, to inſtruct them for the Welfare of 
« their Souls; that he needed no Subſiſtence from 
„them, having a ſufficient Allowance from the 
Society in Exgland; that at laſt they ſeemed wy 

« wel 
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Indian Tongue, &. The 


well fatished, and ever ſince had been very quiet; 
that he found many of them very well diſpoſed 
to receive thoſe Chriſtian Truths which he deli- 
vered to them, as appeared by their Diligence in 
coming to the Chappel to be inſtructed, and their 
ſeeming good Devotion when there, where he 
had commonly 60 or 70 at a Time. He 4 
Prayers and inſtructed them every Wedneſday and 
Lord's Day. He took the Catechetical Way, and 
had gone through (briefly) the chief Fundamentals 
of Religion. He had baptiz'd ſeveral of their 
Children, and one young Man. He had propoſed 
to them the teaching their Children to read and 
write, which they very well approved of, He 


had found their Language very difficult to be 


learned, but had retained an Interpreter, and had 
ſent over the Lord's AY bo and Creed in that 
ame worthy and faithtul 


Miſſionary ſent us a ſecond Account of his Progreſs 
in propagating the Goſpel, by a Letter dated trom 
the ſame Queen's Fort among the Mohawks,Sep. 7.1713. 
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That they had begun to teach the Iadian Children, 
and to encourage him in it; the Iadians had built 
a School Houſe 30 Foot long, and about 12 broad, 
and were very forward to ſend their Children; 
upwards of 4o were already come, Boys and Girls, 
and many more were expected. The Interpreter's 
Aſſiſtant was hitherto the Schoolmaſter, who muſt 
be better ſupported by the Society. The Children 


were very apt to learn moſt of them ; but would 


« take their Learning much better, if there were 
« Printed Books in their own Language; for their 


cc 


© 


Parents were not willing their Children ſhould 
learn any other; for that it had been obſerved in 


« the Country, that thoſe who underſtood ENgliſb or 
„ Dutch, were generally the worſt People, becauſe it 


G gave 


eee —— ² 


N Abſtraft of the 


Charity and 
Prattical 
Chriſtianity 
among all 
People. 


« gave them an Opportunity of converſing the more 
« with thoſe Traders, and fo to learn their Vices. He 
« had ſent over a Manuſcript of the Church Cate- 
« chiſm, Morning and Evening Prayers, the Litany, 
« ſeveral Pſalms and Chapters of the old and new 
« Teſtament, ſome other Prayers and Graces before 
« and after Meat, and ſome Faging Pſalms, wherein 
« the Indians much delighted, and a Copy for ſome 
« Hornbooks, to be printed, all in double Columns, 
Indian and Engliſh, either at New Tork or in London, 
eas the Society ſhould think fit. Some of the Ju- 
« dians, in the diſtant Towns, talk of ſending their 
“Children thither to School. He had ſent an in- 
« cloſed Liſt of the Baptized this laſt half Year, and 
* the Number of the Communicants at the Queen's 
« Fort, &c”. The Society entertain Hopes, that a- 
nother Fort and Chappel among the Onondagoes, a no- 
ther of the Five Nations, will be ſoon eſtabliſh'd for 
the Seat of another Miſſionary, who ſhall join in 


Labours to ſpread the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, 


and to help add unto the Church daily ſuch as ſhall be 
avead, 

XI. We have earneſtly adviſed the Clergy to 
promote Charity, Piety, and Practical Chriſtianity 
among their People; to which Purpoſe they are 

lad to hear of any Proclamations, and other Orders 
of the Civil Governours, againſt Profanenefi and Immo- 
rality. And they have made it a Standing Order of the 
Society, „That whereas it is an Inſtruction for the 
« Clergy, employed by The Soctety for the Propagation 
« of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, that they ſend every 
« Six Months an Account of the State of their re- 
« ſpective Pariſhes, according to a Scheme annext ; 
the following Particular be added to that Scheme ; 
namely, That they give an Account of the Number 0 


Converts from a profane, diſorderly, and unchriſtian Conrſe, 
"" "iy 
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to 4 Life of Chriſtian Parity, Meeknefs, and Charity, 
To anſwer thoſe Ends the better, the Society avoid 1 
the ſending over any needleſs controverſial Writings, 
eſpecially upon the Subject of any new Diſputes, and 
ſupply the People rather with plain, practical, and 
924 devotional Tracts, to inſtruct them and incite them 
* how to lead a righteons, ſober, and a god) Life, And | 
that all our Miſſionaries, ſent among the Gentiles, may 

anſwer the End of the firſt Evangelical Miſſion, to 

open their Eyes, and to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, 

and from the Power of Satan unto God; and ſhew firſt 

unto our own People, and then to the Gentiles, that they 

ſhould repent and turn to Goa, and do Works meet for 
Repentance. | 

XII. In all their good Endeavours, the Society The Queen's 
| have had the Honour and Favour of Her Majeſty's Bounty and 
| Countenance and Aſſiſtance, given to them upon all 994" 
proper Applications made to Her Royal Goodneſs. 

As particularly, December 4 1713. The Right Ho- 

“ nourable the Earl of Clarendon reported, That he 

&« had attended Her Majeſty with the humble Re- 

« queſt of the Society, in relation to their being 

« permitted to certify, on Behalf of their Miſſiona- 

« ries to the Plantations in America, for Her Maje- 

« ſty's Bounty, during the Abſence of the Lord 

« Biſhop of London: And that Her Majeſty was 

« graciouſly pleaſed to anſwer, That when the Ser- 

« vice of the Society required, She would give Di- 

« regions therein as they deſired.” For which, 

5 and the like gracious Condeſcenſions and Favours, 

the Society have Reaſon to depend on the Piet 

5 and Bounty of the GOOD QUEEN, to rows 

their Body, and promote their pious Deſigns, and 
encourage them in their Duty of fervent Prayers 

for Her happy Lite and long Reign. 
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XIII. The Society, in Proſecution of theTruſt repoſed 
in them by General Chriſtopher Codrington deceas'd, who 
bequeath'd to them his Two Plantations in Barbadoes for 
pious Uſes, of which Notice hath been heretofore pub- 
liſhed, have reſolved forthwith to begin the Building 
a College in Barbadoes, purſuant to the Directions and 
for the Purpoſes mentioned in the laſt Will of the 
General. There is a Model of the ſaid College now 
preparing, by the kind Aſſiſtance and Direction of 
that worthy Gentleman, Colonel Chriſt;an Lilly, one 
of Her Majeſty's Engineers, who formerly made a 
Preſent to the Society of a large Plan of their E- 
ſtates in Barbadoes, which Model, when perfected, 
will be ſent over to Barbadoes: A Plan of the faid 
College, with three ſeveral Uprights of the ſame, are 
now printed, and hereto annex'd, for publick View 
and Satisfaction. The Society have alſo directed ſome 
Materials, as Brick, Iron, &c. and are about to con- 
tract with proper Workmen and Artificers to be ſent 
over from hence for that Purpoſe. And becauſe this 
Work will be of great Charge and Expence, but be- 
lieving ſeveral Perſons in Barbadoes, and the Leeward 
Iſlands, will be well diſpoſed and inclined to con- 
tribute towards this good Deſign, they have Autho- 
rized ſeveral Gentlemen there to receive Benefactions, 
and Commiſſioned ſome of them to ſuperintend the 
ſaid Building. The Society have likewiſe made ſe- 
veral other Orders concerning that and other their 
Affairs in Barbadoes, which they have committed to 
the Care of the Honourable Dudley Woodbridge, Eſq; 
one of their faithful Agents there, who lately came 
from thence, but is ſpeedily returning. It may be 
convenient, for the Satisfaction not only of Gentle- 
men here, but alſo of thoſe in Barbadoes, to ſet down 
what the Society have received and paid, on Account 
of their ſaid Eſtates ; which is thus: 
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of the Society. 


Received 220 Hogſheads of Sugar (one Hundred of, 

which was within the Compaſs of this Year) all. | 
which were ſold by Mr. Rowland Tryon, the So- 3127 10 01 
ciety's Factor, the Neat Proceed whereof is 


4 


The Society have paid and expended, in recovering 
the ſaid Eſtates, in purchaſing of Goods for the 
Service thereof, in Officers Salaries, and other ac- $1896 19 06; —Þ 
cidental Charges, to the End of this Year, the | 
Sum of 


—— tad. mZ— . _— 


Remaining in Caſh in the Hands of the Treaſurer to 5 
ballance the ſaid Account 8 10 065 


XIV. We conclude with the Report of our dili- Report of 
gent and faithful Auditors, Mr. Tayleure and Mr. Ed.- Auditors. 
wards, who, after the examining our Accounts, and 
the ſeveral Receipts and Payments thereto relating, 
found that with the Balance of 1525 10 2; remain- 
ing on the laſt Audit, the Receipts amount to the Sum 
of 3848 11 1½ and the Payments, to the Sum of 
3052 5 10. and that there remained in Caſh in the 
Hands of the Treaſurer the 16th of January 1713. 


796 5 3. viz. 


Receipts. 
By Money formerly laid out on Account of Barbadoes 
Eſtate, and lince paid out of the ſaid Eſtate Tk r 
By Rent ꝛʒ — ——— 26 11 oo 
By Annual Subſcriptions of their own Members, &c. — 713 og 03 


By caſual Benefaction L X- ——: 


1253 05 000 


2270 17 og 


By 


tl 


An tract of the 


| . 4. 4. 
Brought over 2270 17 04 


By Moneys paid at the Entrance of new Members — 37 12 c6 


— 


By Intereſt - —— —— 


To which add the Ballance of the laſt Account, 
Audited the 2oth of January 1712. br C1935 10 024 


Total —— 3848 11 on: 


Disburſements. 


By Payment of Yearly Salaries to Miſſionaries, Cate- 
chiſts, and Schoolmaſters, Gratuities to Miſſiona- 
ries, the Purchaſe of Burlington Houſe for the 5 3952 05 10 
Reſidence of a Biſhop, Moneys expended in Books, 
and other accidental Expences 


— - 


Ballance remaining in Caſh the 16th of January 1713 — 796 o5 03; 


3848 11 On! 


The ſaid Auditors alſo laid before the Society an Eſtimate of the 
Society's preſent Yearly Income and Expence, viz. 


Tearly Income. 


By Yearly Rent of Lands purchaſed with Money given 
for that Purpoſe : 18 & 55 oO oo 


— — — 


By Annual Subſcriptions of their Members ———— — 734 02 00 


—— — — 


789 O2 oo 


Tearly 
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Tearly Expences. 


| | J. 
To Yearly Salaries to Miſſionaries, Catechiſts, and ; 
Schoolmaſters « -——— * 940 


—— 


To Yearly Salaries to the Treaſurer, Secretary, and 


Meſſenger —— .———- 149 OO OO 


— — — — — — — 
— —— — 


2080 00 oo. 


Yearly Charge exceeds their Yearly Income, by 13 oo 


According to which Eſtimate, the Society's certain) ' 
©1290 
the Sum of 


— ——— 


Books, Gratuities to Miſſionaries, &c. and otherp 213 08 oo 


Beſides, a conſiderable Allowance is to be made eo 
accidental Charges, which laſt Year amounted to 


1 5 
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SERMONS Preaeh' d befoie Th 0 br the 


| Propagation of the Goſpel. in Fortyggi Parts, and 
Sola by J. Downing in Bartholomew-Cloſe.., hots 


I. A; Sermon Preach'd' before. the Society, on Friday 
. Feb 20. 170-2. at St. Mam - le- Bom, By Ri- 


chard 27 ills, D. D. Dean of Lincoln. 


HI. A Sermon preach'd before rhe Vociety:at,St. ; 
Mary le- Bom, Friday Feb. 18, 1703-4. by the Riglit Re- 
verend Gilbert Lord Biſhop of Sarum. 

V. A Sermon preach'd before the Society, Friday 


Feb. 15. 1705-6. by the — Reverend ws Lord 
Biſhop of Chichefter. g | j 


VI. A Sermon preach'd befre the Sbicty: Friday 
Feb. 21. 1706-7. By the R. git Reverend JW HAM Lord 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph. * 28 
VII. A Sermon preach'd before the Society, Bas 
Feb. 20. 1797. By William Stanley, D. D. Dean of 
St. Aſaph. 

VIII. A Sermon preach'd before the Society, Friday 
Feb. 18. 1708-9. By Sir William Dawes, Lord Biſhop 
of Cheſter. 

IX. A Sermon preach*d before the Society, Friday 
"I 17. 1709-10. By the Rigs; Reverend. Charles Lord 
Biſhop of Norwich. 

X. A Sermon 8 before the. Sockets: Friday 
Feb. 16. 1710-11. By the Ry Right Reverend Milliam 
Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph. | 

XI. A Sermon preachid-before the Society, Friday 
Feb. 17. 1711-12. Bx. White Kennet, D. D. Dean of 
Peterborough, * 

XII. A Sermon preach'd before the Society, Frida 
Feb. 20. 1712-13. By the Right Reverend John 
Lord Biſhop of Ely, 2 
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